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THIS IS A GALAXY CALLED
THE MILKY WAY. A GALAXY IS TR OUR SOLAR SYSTEM IS
A SYSTEM OF STARS, DUST, ST MADE UP OF THE SUN, THE
AND GAS HELD TOGETHER BY  ESESEEENS PLANETS—INCLUDING EARTH—
o GRAVITY. THE MILKY WAY 1S £ : AND MANY SMALLER OBJECTS
& WHERE OUR SOLAR SYSTEM THAT ORBIT—OR TRAVEL— , 1 ~
: IS LOCATED. AROUND THE SUN. : po—o—y . THE SUN IS THE
S ; < > T ‘ ‘ LARGEST OBJECT IN
OUR SOLAR SYSTEM.
IT PROVIDES MOST OF
THE LIGHT, HEAT, AND
OTHER ENERGY THAT
MAKES LIFE ON
EARTH POSSIBLE.

MOONS ORBIT
EVERY PLANET
EXCEPT MERCURY

. AND YENUS. THE
THE FOUR OUTER " = SMALLER PLANETS

PLANETS ARE JUPITER, ¢ HAVE FEW MOONS.
SATURN, URANUS, EARTH HAS ONE

AND NEPTUNE. MOON. SATURN AND
o THE OTHER GIANT
PLANETS HAVE
MANY MOONS.

¥ THE PLANETS ORBIT ' A
THE SUN IN OVAL-SHAPED Gl oy i THEY ARE GIANT WORLDS
PATHS. THE FOUR PLANETS T SURROUNDED BY LAYERS OF
CLOSEST TO THE SUN— g o GASES. THEIR INSIDES ARE
MERCURY, VENUS, EARTH, ; LIQUID, AND THEY MAY HAVE A
AND MARS—ARE MADE W IHEV ARE - T CHUNK OF ROCK AT THE CENTER.

UP MOSTLY OF IRON SOMEWHAT

AND ROCKS. SIMILAR IN
SIZE AND IN

MAKEUF.

THERE ARE MANY OBJECTS
IN OUR SOLAR SYSTEM, INCLUDING
COMETS, ASTEROIDS, AND METEOROIDS.
ASTEROIDS AND METEOROIDS ARE
SMALL ROCKY OBJECTS. COMETS ARE
CHUNKS OF ICE AND ROCK. WHEN A * n X
RINGS OF DUST, ROCK, ¥ " '
AND ICE CHUNKS ORBIT COMET FLIES TOO CLOSE TO THE SUN,

ALL THE GIANT PLANETS. A\ N\ SGO P'IASE FOOFRTJIE'GCTL%ENGST':I? ) . 3 % /
SATURN’S RINGS ARE THE N\ » ’ .
MOST FAMILIAR, BUT N SYWi \ . _ .
RINGS ALSO SURROUND N * "
JUPITER, URANUS, AND : R : E
NEPTUNE.

¥ SCIENTISTS CALLED
ASTRONOMERS USE
POWERFUL TELESCOPES TO
STUDY THE SUN, PLANETS, AND

OTHER HEAVENLY BODIES. BUT
YOU DON'T NEED A TELESCOPE TO
i T W SEE OUR SOLAR SYSTEM. YOU
“Mateoroid o — CAN SEE THE EARTH’S MOON,
e R L N COMETS, METEORS, AND
SOME PLANETS IN THE
NIGHT SKY.
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